By Rev. Rebecca Page Lesley, Pastor

Frederick Buechner writes, "When a minister reads out of the Bible, | am sure that
at least nine times out of ten the people who happen to be listening at all hear not
what is really being read but only what they expect to hear read. And I think that
what most people expect to hear read from the Bible is an edifying story, an uplift-
ing thought, a moral lesson--something elevating, obvious, and boring. So that is
exactly what very often they do hear. Only that is too bad because if you really
listen--and maybe you have to forget that it is the Bible being read and a minister
who is reading it--there is no telling what you might hear."

Without opening your Bibles to Exodus 20 or Deuteronomy 5, how many
of the Ten Commandments can you recite right now? | bet you remember most of
them. You've heard them read, read them yourselves, enough times to know
what they say. They're a convenient list of right and wrong, and how to live as
law-abiding citizens in the realm of God, right? Wrong . In our need for perfec-
tion, we like lists of laws because they help us measure how we're doing. But we
get so wrapped up in the letter of the law that we miss it's spirit, which is Love--
love for God, love for neighbor, love for yourself.

In All I Really Need to Know | Learned in Kindergarten, Robert Fulghum
reminded us that everything that is most important about how we're to live we
learned as children in the sandbox:

Share everything,

Play fair,

Don't hit people,

Put things back where you found them,

Clean up your own mess,

Don't take things that aren't yours,

Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody,

Wash your hands before you eat,

Flush,

Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.

Live a balanced life--learn some and think some and draw and paint and

sing and dance and play and work every day some,

Take a nap every afternoon,

(continued on page 5)
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Happy
Birthday!

Vennor Leggett (April 1)
Charles Persons (April 3)
Tasanee Kidd (April 5)
Susie Stoughton (April 7)
Janice Thomas (April 8)
John Banks (April 10)
June March (April 11)
Faye Sobel (April 15)

Derek Kershner (April 19)
Bruce Kidd (April 20)
Richard Harrah (April 20)
Brady King (April 23)

Sarah Jones (April

24)

Sherry Matthews (April 25)
Jennie Austin (April 28)
Paul Chapman (April 29)
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MILITARY

Thank you for
your service!

Karen Pearce recovering at home
Gladys Super

Mary Jean Burton

Charlotte StanseBusie Stoughton’s
mother)

Sam Ball Nancy Sharp’sfather)

Bob Howell

Edith Griffin (Jennie Austin’s mother)
Jo Grigg

Gary Cisco

Pam Askew

John Banks

Vennor Leggett

Lloyd and June March
Joyce Meadows McGee
Art McGee

Francis Karr

Diane Stewart-MacKenzie
Carol Dodson’s mother
Family of Joan Tyler (she
passed on March 13)
Cathy Quate

Kenny Coleman
Maryanne Persons
Nancy King

Marion Grigg

Edith Griffin

Ricky Johnson

T.C. King (Jerolene Crusenberry’s great-
nephew)

Phoebe Walley

Taylor Goodloe

J.B. Persons
(Maryanne andJeff’s son)
Glenn Smith
(Betty Chapman's grandson)
Greg Vernon (grandson dbyce
andChuck Jordan)
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
10 AM Apple
Tree Liaison
Mtg
7:15 Choir 10 AM AA
Passion/Palm 7 PM 7 PM
Sunday 6-7 PM Maundy Good Friday | 10 AM
9:45 AM Church| Lenten Study Thursday Svc | Svc (at Ox- Easter Egg
School (at West End) | ford) Hunt
11 AM Worship
o AA 7:00 PM
ommunion Diaconate Mtg| 7:15 Choir 10 AM AA
Easter 7:30PM 9 AM—1 PM
7 AM Sunrise | Presbyterian PW Spring
Service Women Gathering @
9:45 AM St. Andrew
Church School 7:00 PM Pres.
11 AM Wor- | AA Session Mtg | 7:15 Choir
ship 10 AM AA
9:45 AM
Church School Newsletter
11 AM Wor- Deadline (Lou
ship Ventura)
AA 7:15 Choir 10 AM AA
Presbytery Mtg
at Makemie
Woods
7 PM AAUW
AA Concert
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Missions Team Update

By Fran Alwood

& %

The Missions Ministry Team igan Alwood, Cliff Stewart, Bruce Kidd Logan Harrison, Brooke JohnsonMary Ann Saundersand
Lou Ventura; the team meets on the 2nd Sunday each monthebetoship.
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American Association of University Women

Invites you to help celebrate their 50th anniversarSuffolk
with a cello and piano concert

featuring Maryanne Persons
at Suffolk Presbyterian Church
Tuesday, April 28th 7:30 PM

Donations will be accepted for a scholarship feraman returning to Paul D. Camp Community College.




When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together,

Be aware of wonder.
They sound to me a lot like the list God had in mind in giving Moses the rules for life together in the commu-
nity.

I invite you to read again with fresh eyes the "rules for living" God gave the people. | have re-written
them for you, but | believe | have been faithful to the original meaning. See what you think:
"Then God spoke all these words:
"Don't forget who's really God around here.
"It's dumb to love the things you've been given more than you love the one who gave them to
you.
"Don't holler my name unless you mean it.
"Don't think you're so important that you can't take a day of the week to rest. Six days of work
won't make you holy, but taking time for yourself and your loved ones one day a week just
might.
"Listen to your mama and daddy. You'll live longer.
"Don't kill.
"Don't fool around and make somebody break their promises--like yourself for instance.
"Don't take things that don't belong to you.
"Don't say things about each other that aren't true--and maybe don't say some that are.
"Be satisfied with what you've got. Life isn't about who's got the best, or the most, stuff."

If you asked a random sampling of Christians (dare | say even Presbyterian Christians) what the main
point of the Bible is, most would probably tell you that it's a rule-book for living. But the rules are not the point.
We make it so hard, when God was trying to make it so easy. We live in fear when God wants us to live sim-
ply in joy and peace. Sure, we make mistakes and poor choices and we don't remember what's really impor-
tant sometimes. God forgives us. Can we forgive ourselves? Maybe it makes us feel like we've really done
something special to say we've kept the law. Maybe it makes us feel more righteous. But in the original He-
brew, much more than in their English translations, the commandments God gave to Moses are more like
baby talk than they are like the penal code. And they all boil down to "Listen, kids. Here's how | want you to
live. Not because I'll spank you if you don't, but because life will just go better if you try it my way."

"God is Love." That's the point. "Love each other, just as I've loved you." Do it not to make God love
you, but out of thanks for the promise that God loves you already, forever, and you can't make God stop! Do it
mostly because that's the way God has said this life we've received will work the best--it's the way God in-
tended it to be lived.

Grace and peace to you!
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DATE ACOLYTE LITURGIST
April 5 Zach Super
April 12 Lou Ventura
Katelynn Morrison
April 19 923-9380 Fran Alwood
April 26 Matt Harrah

Please arrange for your child to put on the acolytes and extinguish the candles at the end @
the service. At the end of the service the acaiuld walk down the center aisle during the la
hymn, extinguish the flames on both candles, walthé front of the altar, and face the minister
until the hymn is over. The acolyte should thenkn@dside the minister as she walks to the back
of the sanctuary.

If you have any questions or your child needs haase contad¥latt King at church or at 986-
2328. If your child will not be at church one weskhe month for which he or she is scheduled,
please call and arrange for another child totillar contact Matt.

Thank you for your help and allowing your childgarticipate.
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Greeter Schedule
April, and May 2009

Date Greeter Phone No. Greeter Phone No.
April 5 Evelyn Archer 539-0700 Bruce & Nee Kidd 3%5549
April 12 Logan Harrison 539-2972 Susie Stoughton 934-3057
April 19 Jerolene Crusenberry 539-1655 Doc Crhsenry 539-1655
April 26 Helen Zekert 539-3620 Gerry Zekert 5320
May 3 Brooke Johnson 539-6173 Mary Ann Saunders 88-7293
May 10 Joyce Jordan 539-0933 Chuck Jordan 539-0933
May 17 Goldie Stewart 539-1889 Cliff Stewart 539-1889
May 24 Maryanne Persons 539-7188 Jeff & AlicesBes 539-7188
May 31 Jane Sommers 923-5537 Don White 539-0965
Attention:

**Please be ready at 10:40 a.m.

Thanksfor helping with our hospitality effort! Your griéeg makes a difference!

Please be readyo greet everyone, especially newcomers, as thiy ¢he narthex. Help guests find their way, if
needed, to the nursery, etc. Please wait in thbeafor those coming at the last minute before go in.

After worship, ask newcomers if they've signed\&elcome Card. If not, invite them to sign the guest book. rdat
duce them to others and make them feel welcome.

If someone is a first-time visitor, pleasay to get his or her name, address and phone numbéon awWelcome
Card or otherwise) and give the information to Susieughton, Nancy White or Pastor Rebecca Lesley bajomg home.
It may also be left in the Evangelism mailbox il thuter office.

Phone numbers for other greeters are providedéh case you need to swap datedf you have a problem or a last-
minute emergency, please call Nancy White (539-D9&&ank you very much for your help!

SPC'’s thoughts and prayers are with the familyfaledds ofJoan Tyler,
who passed away on March 13th.
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Presbyterian Women will meet on

Monday, April 13th at 7:30 PM with
Jo Grigg at 801 Virginia Ave. Susie
Stoughton will lead our bible study.

All ladies are invited.

Janice Thomas
Moderator
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