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As we creep closer towards Christmas Eve, I wanted to let you all know that we will be 
having a service similar to that of last Christmas Eve, though without the surprise visit by 
Patrick at the end and my tearful benediction. Last year we chose the Lessons and Carols 
candlelight service mostly due to the fact that I was not yet ordained and therefore unable 
to preside over communion, something I know has been a tradition here on that night. 
 
This year we chose to continue with the Lessons and Carols service for other reasons, and 
I want to explain those to you so you don’t believe that it was done arbitrarily. I do know 
that having communion on Christmas Eve is a meaningful thing for some of you and I am 
very glad of that. Communion is always meaningful for me. It strengthens my relationship 
to Christ and I feel renewed each time we share the bread and cup. I don’t think there is 
ever a ‘bad’ time to have communion. On the other hand, communion is something we 
celebrate regularly in this church, on the first Sunday of each month, and Christmas Eve is 
only celebrated one night a year. It is, in fact, the one night a year when we celebrate the 
birth of Christ; the one night when, perhaps, we can allow ourselves to focus on the man-
ger more than the cross and empty tomb. And while I certainly don’t advocate that we 
ever push them entirely from our minds while we worship, we can bring the celebration of 
his birth to the forefront one night a year—Christmas Eve. 
 
Let me tell you a few of the more practical reasons that came up as well. And let me be 
sure to say that they were made after serious discussion with our worship team and music 
director. First, the Lessons and Carols service is more child and family friendly and I do 
think that as we are doing a single service on Christmas Eve, it should be child-friendly so 
that families can enjoy worship together. Most children can sing the carols. Even if they 
can’t read the words, they are familiar enough with at least the refrains to join in. Another 
reason is it also puts less burden on the choir members and their families. Our choir is 
small but dedicated; however, even they will admit that it is difficult to sing a large piece 
like a cantata or even an anthem when numbers are few, and they often tend to be even 
fewer as people travel for the holidays. That, and to be honest, most of them would like to 
sit and worship with their families on Christmas Eve. So by doing the Lessons and Carols 
service, we allow them that opportunity. 
 

 Continued on page 9 
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Helen and Gerry Zekert (December 2) 
 

Lori and Chuck Miller (December 18) 
 

Rebecca and Patrick Lesley (December 30) 
 

Happy Anniversary 

Happy Birthday! 

Austin Holland (December 3)  Brylie King (December 21)  
 
Jo Grigg (December 14)  Terry Porter (December 28) 
 
Allison Johnson (December 15) Nancy Williams (December 31) 
 
Eric Butler (December 19)   

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is 
a publication of Suffolk Presbyte-
rian Church in Suffolk, VA. 
  

The Scroll is published 11 times a 
year under the direction of the 
Communications and Personnel 
Ministry Team of the SPC Ses-
sion. 
 

News items should be submitted to 
the newsletter editor in one of the 
following ways: 

· email at news 
@suffolkpresbyterian.org 

· mail to the church address 

· newsletter editor’s mailbox 
in church office 

 

Co-Editors: Sandi Harrah and 
Lou Ventura 
Contributors/Columnists: 
Fran Alwood 
Matt Harrah 
Brooke Johnson 
Matt King 
Rebecca Page Lesley 
Jack Stoughton 
Janice Thomas 
Nancy White 

Congratulations! 
 

Jeanne Banks has been given the  

Terry Zahn Spirit Award 

from the American Cancer Society  

for her continued dedication and service 
in this field. 

 

Congratulations, Jeanne! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 

2 3 
 
 
 
6:30 PM  
Healing Ser-
vice 

4 
10 AM Apple 
Tree Liaison 
Mtg 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 

7 
9:45 AM Church 
School 
11 AM Worship 
Holy  
Communion 
St. Paul’s St. 
Nicholas Party  
3:00-5:00 PM 

8 
 
7:30PM Pres-
byterian 
Women 
 
AA 

9 10 
 
6:00 PM Tree 
Decorating 
 
7:00 PM  
Diaconate Mtg  

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 13 
 
 
2 PM Chil-
dren’s Christ-
mas Pageant 
Practice 

14 
9:45 AM Church 
School 
11 AM Worship 
Children’s Pageant 
during worship, 
Choir reception 
after worship 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Session Mtg 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 

21 
9:45 AM Church 
School 
11 AM Worship 
 
5 PM Gift  
Wrapping and 
Caroling 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 

23 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

24 
 
 
 
 
7 PM Lessons 
and Carols 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 27 
 
 

28 
9:45 AM 
Church School 
11 AM Wor-
ship 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 

30 
 

31   
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Prayer Concerns 
 

¨ Karen Pearce, recovering at home 
¨ Gladys Super 

¨ Mary Jean Burton 
¨ Charlotte Stansel (Susie Stoughton’s mother) 

¨ Sam Ball (Nancy Sharp’s father) 
¨ Bob Howell 

¨ Edith Griffin (Jenny Austin’s mother) 
¨ Jo Grigg 

¨ Gary Cisco 
¨ Pam Askew 

¨ Margaret Walton (Faye Sobel’s mother, now in hospice care)) 
¨ Family of Bernice Bock (Faye Sobel’s sister-in-law; she passed on Aug. 23) 

¨ George Morrison 
¨ Jenny Austin 
¨ John Banks 

¨ Vennor Leggett 
¨ Lloyd and June March 
¨ Joyce Meadows McGee 

¨ Art McGee 
¨ Francis Karr 

¨ Diane Stewart-MacKenzie 
¨ Carol Dodson’s mother 

¨ J.B. Persons  
(Maryanne and Jeff’s son) 

¨ Deborah Banks  
(Jeanne and John’s daughter) 

¨ Glenn Smith  
(Betty Chapman’s grandson) 

¨ Greg Vernon (grandson of Joyce and Chuck Jordan) 
¨ Bryan Sharp (son of Nancy and Bruce Sharp) 

 Thank you for your 
service! 
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The Missions Ministry Team is Fran Alwood, Cliff Stewart, Bruce Kidd, Logan Harrison, Brooke Johnson, Mary Ann Saunders, and 
Lou Ventura; the team meets on the 2nd Sunday each month before worship. 

Missions Team Update 
By Fran Alwood 
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Food  
Pantry 
Staples 
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Changes to Scroll Distribution! 
 
In an effort to conserve resources of many 
kinds, the future distribution of the Suffolk 
Presbyterian Church Newsletter , The 
Scroll, will be via e-mail notification.  If 
you would like to continue to receive a 
printed newsletter, please let the newsletter 
editors or Pastor Rebecca know.  Pastor Re-
becca will be sending a notification e-mail 

to everyone for which she has an e-mail address.  The newsletter will be published as a PDF file 
on the church web page and everyone that provides an e-mail address will be sent an e-mail noti-
fication.  This process will begin with the November newsletter with the goal of having e-mail 
notification to all interested parties and a smaller number of printed newsletters by January. 
 
· If you do not receive a notification e-mail, please check your spam and junk mail folders to be 

sure the message did not get filtered.   

· If it is not there, then please be sure that Pastor Rebecca has an up-to-date e-mail address for 
you.   

· Send your e-mail address to: 

· pastor@suffolkpresbyterian.org or  

· news@suffolkpresbyterian.org or 

· webmaster@suffolkpresbyterian.org 

Poinsettias 
 

$10.00 
 

In memory of __________________________________________ 
 
In honor of ____________________________________________ 
 
To God’s Glory ________________________________________ 
 
Given By _____________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Suffolk Presbyterian Church by December 14, 2008 
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MONTH ACOLYTE PHONE NUMBER 

December Lael Morrison 923-9380 

January 09 Derek Kershner 925-1185 

Please arrange for your child to put on the acolyte robes and extinguish the candles at the end of 
the service. At the end of the service the acolyte should walk down the center aisle during the last 
hymn, extinguish the flames on both candles, walk to the front of the altar, and face the minister 
until the hymn is over. The acolyte should then walk beside the minister as she walks to the back 
of the sanctuary. 
 

If you have any questions or your child needs help, please contact Matt King  at church or at 986-
2328.  If your child will not be at church one week of the month for which he or she is scheduled, 
please call and arrange for another child to fill in, or contact Matt. 
 

Thank you for your help and allowing your child to participate. 

 

Church family last 
name starts with 

Adopted family 
member, age 

Clothing sizes Needs 

A-C Mother: Lilongo XL shirts, 16-18 pants 
(prefers drawstring 

type) 

Queen size blankets (they 
sleep on air mattresses and 

get cold!) 

D-J Daughter: Arlezja, 7 Shoes 3, dress 12, pants 
10, shirt 10-12 

Warm pajamas 
Loves Hannah Montana 

K-P Son: Giavounni, 6 Shoes 2, pants 8, shirt 
8-10 

Warm pajamas 
Loves Spiderman 

Q-S Son: Xzaviyair, 4 Shoes 9, pants 4T/5T, 
shirt 4T/5T 

Warm pajamas 
Loves Finding Nemo 

T-Z Daughter: Miracle, 2 Shoes 6, dress 5T, 
pants 3T/4T, shirt 

3T/4T 

Warm pajamas 
Loves Dora the Explorer 

���������	
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Let me go ahead and tell you too, a little about the history of this service. The first Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
was held at King's College, Cambridge, on Christmas Eve in 1918. It was conceived by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of 
the College, whose experience as an army chaplain had led him to believe that more imaginative worship was needed by 
the Church of England. The order of service was adapted from an order drawn up by Edward White Benson (later 
Archbishop of Canterbury) for use at a 10 pm service on Christmas Eve in 1880 that took place in a temporary wooden 
shed serving as his cathedral in Truro, Cornwall. Based on an idea of the future Bishop of Edinburgh, George Henry 
Somerset Walpole, the purpose of the service was to keep men out of pubs on Christmas Eve. While I’m not too worried 
about finding you all in pubs that night, it does give us a chance to come together and hear the Christmas story as well as 
sing many of our favorite carols. 
 
Lessons and Carols is a service that really lends itself to this one special night. It’s something a little different than what 
we see on Sunday mornings. It’s a chance to really celebrate what we’ve been waiting for all Advent long—the birth of 
our Savior. 

�������   
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Continued from page 1 

News from the Presbyterian Women 
 
 Many thanks to Presbyterian Women who gave time and talent to create new 
Chrismon ornaments to add to our collection for decorating the Christmas tree—
which will be in place on December 14th.  A job well done, ladies, thank you. 
 

 Also, Presbyterian Women will celebrate the 
season and continue the study of Luke’s Gospel for the 
poor on Monday, December 8 at 7:30 PM at the home 
of Jane Sommers, 203 Unity Court.  Betty Ann Camp-
bell will lead the study. 
 
 We look forward to a happy occasion.  All ladies 
are invited. 
 

Janice Thomas 
Moderator 

Behind the Pageant 
 

December 14th, during the 11 AM worship service 
 

Come see behind the scenes at the annual Christmas 
pageant as our Youth present this wonderful play 

within a play. 
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Greeter Schedule  

December 2008 
 

Date   Greeter   Phone No. Greeter   Phone No. 
 
December     7  Logan Harrison  539-2972 Betty Chapman  923-5730 
December   14  Fran Alwood  539-5780 Betty Howard  539-6103 
December   21  Jerolene Crusenberry  539-1655 Doc Crusenberry  539-1655 
December   28  Helen Zekert  539-3620 Gerry Zekert  539-3620 
 

Attention:    
 **Please be ready at 10:40 a.m.   
 
       Thanks for helping with our hospitality effort!  Your greeting makes a difference! 
       Please be ready to greet everyone, especially newcomers, as they enter the narthex. Help guests find their way, if 
needed, to the nursery, etc.  Please wait in the narthex for those coming at the last minute before you go in. 
       After worship , ask newcomers if they’ve signed a Welcome Card.   If not, invite them to sign the guest book.  Intro-
duce them to others and make them feel welcome. 
       If someone is a first-time visitor, please try to get his or her name, address and phone number (on a Welcome 
Card or otherwise) and give the information to Susie Stoughton, Nancy White or Pastor Rebecca Lesley before going home. 
It may also be left in the Evangelism mailbox in the outer office. 
       Phone numbers for other greeters are provided in case you need to swap dates.  If you have a problem or a last-
minute emergency, please call Nancy White (539-0965) or Susie Stoughton (934-3057). 
       Thank you very much for your help! 
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The following people have agreed to read for the 
lighting of the Advent Candles: 
1st Sunday, 11/30 Sandi, Matt, Richard and  
 Andrew Harrah 
2nd Sunday, 12/7 Pam and Austin Holland 
3rd Sunday, 12/14 Ashton Headrick and  
 Kristina Super 
4th Sunday, 12/21 Fran and Bob Alwood 
Christmas Eve, 12/24 Lou and Ron Ventura 

These young people will be reading as  part of 
“Lessons and Carols” on Christmas Eve: 
Austin Holland  Jeff Super  
Andrew Harrah   Zach Super  
Ashton Headrick   Jenn Johnson  
Kristina Super   Richard Harrah  
Gaby Bryce 

Advent Readers 
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Christian Education/Nursery Schedule 

Teen Lock-In 
 

The teen class broke in their new hang-out with an 
overnight  lock-in in early November.  Many thanks 
for Lou Ventura, Lisa Morrison and Bill Drayton for 
loaning their time and energy.  All of the teens that 
attended had a great time! 
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November 30 1st Sunday of Advent 

December 3 Healing Service, 6:30 PM 

December 7 2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 10 Chrismon Tree Decorating, 

6 PM 

December 13 Practice for Children’s 

Christmas Pageant, 2 PM 

December 14 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Children’s Christmas Pageant during worship 

 Choir reception following worship 

December 21 4th Sunday of Advent 

 Gift Wrapping and Caroling, 5 PM 

December 24 Lessons and Carols, 7 PM 


