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I don’t know how many of you listen to public radio, but I do, and if you do too then you 
know that the end of October is their pledge drive. “How much is public radio worth to 
you in proportion to the amount you listen?” is the question you’ll hear over and over dur-
ing the drive. Now, I do support my public radio station because I listen quite a bit. It’s 
what I keep on in my car 90% of the time. I listen to the news, or switch over to the classi-
cal station when I don’t care for the talk program that’s on. Public radio has financial 
goals that they must meet in order to continue the programming that they have to pay for. 
We all know how it works. 
 

Well, it just so happens that this time of year is also the time that our church is working on 
our finances. We know we have expenses that we’ll have to meet in the coming year, and 
want to plan accordingly. So, we are planning our Stewardship celebration. I talked about 
that quite a bit in last month’s newsletter, and I want to follow up on that now. But the 
question isn’t public radio’s ‘how much is it worth to you,’ but ‘how do you show your 
gratitude for God’s grace in your life and the life of this church?’ Public radio goes for the 
‘obligation’ tactic. You listen, you should pay your fair share. You’re using a resource, 
you should pay for it. 
 

Of course, with God’s grace things are a little different. It is given freely and without cost 
or obligation. It’s not a resource to be used or even have a value placed on it because it is 
beyond valuation! So where does that leave us at Stewardship time? Why do we give to 
the church? For some of us, obligation might be a part of the equation, but over all I think 
we have a much better motivator: Gratitude!! I don’t think it’s a coincidence that Steward-
ship season comes near Thanksgiving. They go hand-in-hand. We give out of thanks. God 
has done and is doing marvelous things in our lives and is still doing them even when we 
are too wrapped up in ourselves to notice. That is why we offer part of ourselves and our 
wealth (either material or spiritual) back to God. 
 

We often forget to count the things we do have when we start having to do without some 
of the things we’d like to have. Sadly, our giving and our gratitude are what often suffer 
the most when times are hard. We focus our minds on the hardships rather than the bless-
ings. That’s why we are centering our Stewardship program this year around a celebra-
tion—because we do indeed have plenty of reason to celebrate and give thanks. Please 
join us for our celebration meal after worship on Nov. 16. We’ll share what we’re thankful 
for and celebrate the gifts we’ve been given and are able to give back with generosity. 

Thanks be to God!                                              ������� �



SCROLL PAGE 2 

���������	
��

Karen and Stan Byrum 
(Nov. 21) 
Ann and Morris Nimmo 
(Nov. 21) 
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Ann Crusenberry (Nov. 1) 
Jeff Persons (Nov. 5) 
Jeffery Super (Nov. 5) 
Maxann Morrison (Nov. 11) 
Patricia Lynn (Nov. 13) 
Alison Super (Nov. 14) 
George Kershner (Nov. 19) 
Kelsey Kershner (Nov. 21) 
Steven White (Nov. 21) 
Karen Byrum (Nov. 23) 
Sandi Harrah (Nov. 25) 
Martin Saunders (Nov. 26) 
Camryn King (Nov. 30) 

The Suffolk Presbyterian Scroll is a publication 
of Suffolk Presbyterian Church in Suffolk, VA. 
  

The Scroll is published 11 times a year under 
the direction of the Communications and Per-
sonnel Ministry Team of the SPC Session. 
 

News items should be submitted to the newslet-
ter editor in one of the following ways: 

· email at newsletter 
@suffolkpresbyterian.org 

· mail to the church address 

· newsletter editor’s mailbox in church 
office 

 

Co-Editors: Sandi Harrah and Lou Ventura 
Contributors/Columnists: 
Fran Alwood          Jane Sommers 
Matt Harrah           Jack Stoughton 
Brooke Johnson     Janice Thomas 
Matt King               Nancy White 
Rebecca Page Lesley 

¨ Jennifer and Jeff Coston, Ann and Morris 
Nimmo’s daughter and son-in-law 

¨ Diane Stewart-MacKenzie, daughter of 
Goldie and Cliff Stewart , recovering from 
ruptured appendix 

¨ Betsy Ellis, friend of Gary Williams  
¨ Gladys Super 
¨ Sam Ball (Nancy Sharp’s father) 
¨ Nee Kidd’s sister-in-law Niem in Thailand 
¨ Bob Howell 
¨ Edith Griffin  
¨ Charlotte Stansel, Susie Stoughton’s 

mother 
¨ Mary Jean Burton 
¨ Gary Cisco 
¨ Pam Askew 
¨ Margaret Walton (Faye Sobel’s mother) 
¨ Bernice Bock (Faye Sobel’s sister-in-law) 
¨ George Morrison 
¨ Jennie Austin 
¨ Edith Griffin , Jennie Austin’s mother 
¨ John Banks, who fell and hurt his back 
¨ Vennor Leggett 
¨ Lloyd and June March 
¨ Blaine Goodlow, recovering from surgery 
¨ Francis Karr, heart trouble 
¨ Betty Butler, co-worker of Betty Howard, 

whose mother needs triple bypass surgery 
¨ hiking and broke several teeth and frac-

tured his jaw; also Stella’s mother Marion 
Heath is now cancer-free! 

¨ Jane Sommers 
¨ Carol Dodson’s mother 

¨ J.B. Persons (Maryanne and Jeff’s 
son) 

¨ Deborah Banks (Jeanne and 
John’s daughter) 

¨ Glenn Smith (Betty Chapman’s 
grandson) 

¨ Greg Vernon (grandson of Joyce 
and Chuck Jordan) 

¨ Dustin Boeding and Patrice Sessoms 
on USS Enterprise (friends of Alli-
son Howard) 

¨ Kevin DeBerg  (stationed at York-
town Naval Weapons Station; Lou 
Ventura is his “second mom”) 
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Teens 6th grade and up, get your information packet and permission slip 

from Lou Ventura and bring them on Saturday! 
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Don’t Forget! Sign Up for Sanctuary Flowers! 
Please choose a Sunday—or two or three!—to donate flowers for our sanctuary.  Just write your name 
on the calendar posted on the kitchen door in the narthex. 
 
Make checks payable to Suffolk Presbyterian Church in the amount of $35; place in the collection plate 
or hand to treasurer Betty Chapman. Please write “Sanctuary Flowers” in the memo line of your check.  
 
Include a note if you are donating flowers in honor of or in memory of someone. You can also donate 
flowers in honor of an occasion, such as a graduation or birthday, or even of an achievement. Another 
option is to donate to the Glory of God.  
 
After worship on the day you donated flowers, the arrangement is yours to keep. 

Remember that the “Just In” box for suggestions, issues, concerns, and complaints 
is available in the narthex for everyone’s use.   

The box was designed as an anonymous, non-threatening method for communicat-
ing with any segment of the church’s governing body.  No thought or idea will be 
ignored, so feel free to put anything you are thinking on paper and let us know 
what is on your heart. This is a service of the Communication and Personnel Min-
istry Team; Jeanne Banks is the chair. 

Just Remember the “Just In” Box! 

A group of local citizens have joined together to form The 
Wreath Society. The purpose of this organization is to pro-
vide a simple green wreath with a red bow for the grave of 
each veteran at the Edward G. Horton Veterans’ Cemetery in 
Suffolk.  

A ceremony of dedication will be held on Monday, December 
15 at noon, and the wreaths will be placed on Sunday.  Dona-
tions may be made to SunTrust Bank, 123 Main Street, Suf-
folk, 23434. Direct questions to Jeanne Banks. 

Join us in honoring the sacrifice of these veterans. 

���������	��

The Wreath Society 
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By Janice Thomas, Moderator 
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Christ the King Sunday—November 23 
From www.churchyear.net, full website http://www.churchyear.net/ctksunday.html 
 
 Christ the King Sunday celebrates the all-embracing authority of Christ as King and Lord of the cosmos. 
Officially called the Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King, it is celebrated on the final Sunday of Ordinary 
Time, the Sunday before Advent. This year it falls on November 23, 2008.  
 

 The earliest Christians identified Jesus with the 
predicted Messiah of the Jews. The Jewish word 
"messiah," and the Greek word "Christ," both mean 
"anointed one," and came to refer to the expected king 
who would deliver Israel from the hands of the Romans. 
Christians believe that Jesus is this expected Messiah. 
Unlike the messiah most Jews expected, Jesus came to 
free all people, Jew and Gentile, and he did not come to 
free them from the Romans, but from sin and death. Thus 
the king of the Jews, and of the cosmos, does not rule 
over a kingdom of this world. 

 Christians have long celebrated Jesus as Christ, 
and his reign as King is celebrated to some degree in Ad-
vent (when Christians wait for his second coming in 
glory), Christmas (when "born this day is the King of the 
Jews"), Holy Week (when Christ is the Crucified King), 
Easter (when Jesus is resurrected in power and glory), and the Ascension (when Jesus returns to the glory he had 
with the Father before the world was created). However, [Pope] Pius XI wanted to specifically commemorate 
Christ as king, and instituted the feast in the Western calendar in 1925.  

 In the 21st century many Western Christians, Catholic and Protestant, celebrate Christ the King Sunday, 
including Anglicans and Lutherans. Unfortunately, in some mainline Protestant churches, "king" language is not 
popular, and the feast is downplayed. However, in a chaotic and unjust world that seems to scorn any kind of au-
thority, many Christians proudly celebrate Christ the King Sunday, where the loving and merciful - and just - king 
of the universe is praised and glorified. 
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The Missions Ministry Team is Fran Alwood, Cliff Stewart, Bruce Kidd, 
Logan Harrison, Brooke Johnson, Mary Ann Saunders, and Lou Ventura. 

Food Pantry Update By Brooke Johnson 

 

Blessings! Thank you for your continued support and donations. This mission 
would not be possible without your assistance.  
 
160 bags of food pantry stock combined with mission garden fresh produce were 
supplied during the 3rd quarter of 2008. This amount is largely due to garden pro-
duce. 
 
We continue to serve: The Salvation Army, Genieve Shelter, Suffolk Social Ser-
vices, The Center for Hope and New Beginnings and the occasional walk-in 
(overseen by Pastor Rebecca).  
 
The need in our community is on the rise. Demand is high--supply is low. Donation 
slips are passed out by youth on the last Sunday of each month..  
 
Place donations in the shopping cart on Communion Sunday, or in the pantry 
throughout the month. The food pantry will also accept checks and cash, payable to 
SPC and earmarked "Food Pantry;" Betty Chapman will be sure it remains set 
aside for  the food pantry mission.   

We're continuing to work on the Food Pantry 
and Living Waters, and just starting to think 
about Christmas. 
The garden has been "put to bed" for the win-
ter, but we continue to make regular donations 
to our usual recipients; see Brooke’s report 
above for details. 
Keep the Living Waters for the World group 
in your prayers as they travel to our sister 
church in Guatemala and fulfill the promise to 
install a water treatment system and teach our 
partners how to teach system users. 
Again this year we will have Christmas stock-
ings from the Salvation Army for congrega-
tion members to fill. The need is greater this 
year with the economic downturn. Look for 
the stockings in the Narthex soon. And lists of 
gifts for our Christmas family will appear in 
the next newsletter. 
. 
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By Fran Alwood 
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On Sunday, November 23, SPC will provide offering 
envelopes in the worship bulletin for the 2008 Chil-
dren’s Thanksgiving Offering. 
 

This offering is administered out of Lynchburg, VA, and 
benefits four children’s ministries in the Synod of the 
Mid-Atlantic: 
 

¨ Edmarc Hospice for Children 
¨ Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands 
¨ Presbyterian Homes & Family Services 
¨ Volunteer Emergency Families for Children (VEFC) 
 

These gifts allow the provision of homes, nutritious 
food, education, health care, and support for thousands 
of children annually. Prayers for these organizations are 
also appreciated. 
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Greeter Schedule  
November and December 

 
 
Date   Greeter              Phone No. Greeter         Phone No. 
November    2  Alison Super  925-0295 Jeff Super  925-0295 
November    9   Amy King  986-2328 Matt King  986-2328 
November  16  Joyce Jordan  539-0933 Chuck Jordan  539-0933 
November  23  Don White  539-0965 Lou Ventura  657-6461  
November  30  Goldie Stewart  539-1889 Cliff Stewart  539-1889 
December     7  Logan Harrison  539-2972 Betty Chapman            923-5730 
December   14  Fran Alwood  539-5780 Betty Howard  539-6103 
December   21  Jerolene Crusenberry  539-1655 Doc Crusenberry  539-1655 
December   28  Helen Zekert  539-3620 Gerry Zekert  539-3620 
 

Attention:    
 **Please be ready at 10:40 a.m.**   
       Thanks for helping with our hospitality effort!  Your greeting makes a difference! 
       Please be ready to greet everyone, especially newcomers, as they enter the narthex. Help guests find 
their way, if needed, to the nursery, etc.  Please wait in the narthex for those coming at the last minute before 
you go in. 
       After worship , ask newcomers if they’ve signed a Welcome Card.   If not, invite them to sign the guest 
book.  Introduce them to others and make them feel welcome. 
       If someone is a first-time visitor, please try to get his or her name, address and phone number (on a 
Welcome Card or otherwise) and give the information to Susie Stoughton, Nancy White or Pastor Re-
becca Lesley before going home. It may also be left in the Evangelism mailbox in the outer office. 
       Phone numbers for other greeters are provided in case you need to swap dates.  If you have a prob-
lem or a last-minute emergency, please call Nancy White (539-0965) or Susie Stoughton (934-3057). 
       Thank you very much for your help! 

 The word "advent," from the Latin adventus (Greek parousia), means "coming" or "arrival" and the 

season of Advent is focused on the "coming" of Jesus as Messiah (Christ or King). Our worship, scripture 

readings, and prayers not only prepare us spiritually for Christmas (his first coming), but also for his eventual 

second coming.  

 This is why the Scripture readings during Advent include both Old 

Testament prophecies predicting the Messiah and New Testament passages 

concerning Jesus' second coming as Judge of all people. Also, passages 

about John the Baptist, the one preparing the way for the Messiah, are read. 

Since Advent looks forward to Christ's birth and Incarnation, it is an appro-

priate way to begin the Church Year. 
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MONTH ACOLYTE PHONE NUMBER 

November Allison Johnson 539-6173 

December Katelynn Morrison 923-9380 

January 09 Derek Kershner 925-1185 

Please arrange for your child to put on the acolyte robes and extinguish the candles at the end of the 
service. At the end of the service the acolyte should walk down the center aisle during the last 
hymn, extinguish the flames on both candles, walk to the front of the altar, and face the minister 
until the hymn is over. The acolyte should then walk beside the minister as she walks to the back of 
the sanctuary. 
 
If you have any questions or your child needs help, please contact Matt King  at church or at 986-
2328.  If your child will not be at church one week of the month for which he or she is scheduled, 
please call and arrange for another child to fill in, or contact Matt. 
 
Thank you for your help and allowing your child to participate. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1All Saints’ Day 
10AM AA 

29:45AM Church 
School 
11AM Worship 
Holy Communion 
 
Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 

4 
Election  
Day 

5 610AM Apple 
Tree Liaison Mtg 
 
 
 
7:15PM Choir 
 

7 
 
 
6:30PM Faith & 
Culture 

810AM AA 
 
 
 
 
 
3PM Teen LockIn 

9 
 
 
 
9:15AM Breakfast w/
the Teens 
9:45AM Church School 

10 
 
 
7:30PM Presbyte-
rian Women 

11 
 
 
 
5-8PM Pilot Club 

12 
 
 
 
 
7PM Diaconate 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 1510AM AA 

169:45AM 
Church School 
11AM Worship 
12:30 Stewardship 
Luncheon 

17 
 
 
7PM Session Mtg 
 
AA 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
7:15PM Choir 

21 2210AM AA 

239:45AM 
Church School 
11AM Worship 
 
 
 
Christ the King Sunday 

24 
 
 
 
AA 

25 26Pastor  

Rebecca’s First Anni-
versary at SPC!  
 
 

27 
 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 
 

28 2910AM AA 

309:45AM 
Church School 
11AM Worship 
 
First Sunday of 
Advent 

      

Guatemala Mission Trip 

Guatemala Mission Trip Continues—Returning on the 12th 

Pastor Rebecca on Vacation 

Pastor Rebecca on Vacation—Returning on the 26th 



����������	��
�����




�������������������


����

���������	
��
�
	�������	���
������	����	������	

��
�����������	������������

���������
��������������	���	�

�
�����������������������������

�������
 
 

�	���	� �����!��
"#"
#$%
$&'$��

�
()*���!��

������������+����,��
����

 
 

9:45 AM Sunday School  
11 AM Worship �
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